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Catenary 
A 40 bar strathspey for three couples in a three couple longwise set. 

The dance includes two different chain-like figures involving three couples, neither of which is exactly 
the formation, originally from Linnea's Strathspey by Tim Wilson, that the RSCDS (in my opinion) 
misnames the “three couple chain progression”. 

In mathematics, a catenary is the curve a chain forms when hanging from its end points. 

Bars Description

1-4 1st and 2nd couples advance for one, retire for one and mirror link with 1st couple casting 
off to 2nd place and 2nd couple dancing up to 1st place.

5-8 1st couple advance for one, touch right hands and retire for one. Then giving right hands 
they turn once round to end facing out on own sides.

9-16 Relay Chain: 
- 1-2: 1st couple chase a quarter clockwise while 2nd and 3rd couples, giving right 

hands, turn their partner three quarters, all ending on the centre line. 
- 3-4: 1st man and 2nd woman, also 3rd man and 1st woman, taking promenade hold, 

chase a quarter clockwise while 2nd man and 3rd woman, giving left hands, turn three 
quarters, all ending in a line across. 

- 5-6: 1st couple drop promenade hold and chase another quarter clockwise to the ends 
of the centre line while 2nd and 3rd couples, giving right hands, turn their partner three 
quarters on the sides ending at full arms length. 

- 7-8: All chase a quarter clockwise ending opposite partner in the order 3,1,2.

17-20 1st couple, giving right hands, turn one and a quarter times to end on the centre line, 1st 
man above 1st woman.

21-24 3rd couple with 1st man and 1st woman with 2nd couple dance left hands across.

25-32 Bourrel Chain: 
- 1-4: 3rd woman and 2nd man chase just over half way anticlockwise to end on the 

centre line while 3rd man and 1st woman also 1st man and 2nd woman, giving right 
hands, turn just over one and a half times ending on the centre line. 

- 5-8: 2nd man and 1st woman, 3rd man and 2nd woman also 1st man and 3rd woman, 
giving left hands, turn half way. Then 1st couple chase round a quarter anticlockwise 
while 2nd and 3rd couples, giving right hands, turn three quarters to end facing out on 
the sides. The phrasing here is closer to 1+3 bars than 2+2. 

The order is now 2,1,3 with 1st couple on opposite sides facing in.

33-36 All dance half a reel of three on the sides, 1st couple start by giving right shoulder to their 
2nd corners. The corners finish the reel with extra loops.

37-40 1st couple dance half a figure of eight right shoulder around their 4th corner (1st man 
down, 1st woman up) to end in 2nd place own sides. The final order is 3,1,2.
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Music 
- Suggested tune: Mrs Jessie Blair's Strathspey (Jimmy Shand, senior). 
- Suitable recording: The Geordie Diamond (Robert Whitehead & the Danelaw SCD Band:The 

Geordie Diamond). 

Diagrams (music at the bottom) 
Relay Chain 
Bars 9-10 Bars 11-12 Bars 13-14 Bar 15 Bar 17

Bourrel Chain 
Bars 25-28 Bars 29-32 Bar 33
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