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Chase, Pursued by a Bear 
A 32 bar jig for four couples in a square set. 

Music 
- Suggested tune: Inveresk House (traditional). 
- Suitable recording: Inveresk House (J Gray and S Petrov: Opus Dance - Tweeddale). 

Bars Description

1-4 1st and 3rd women dance out between the couple to their right then curve left to end in 
the centre of the opposite side. Meanwhile 1st and 3rd men, giving right hands, turn one 
and a half times to end back to back on the centre line facing out to their partner. 3rd 
couple are at the top of the line and 1st couple at the bottom.

5-8 1st and 3rd couples dance half a reel of four up and down the centre, starting by passing 
their partner left shoulder and ending on the centre line facing their partner again.

The next 16 bars is a sequence of four 4 bar figures each being a 2 bar turn, then 2 bars of 
setting, crossing through the setting couples or looping on the sides. 1st and 3rd couples 
turn left hand, 2nd and 4th couples turn right hand each time.

9-10 All half turn: 1st and 3rd couples left hand, 2nd and 4th couples right hand. 1st and 3rd 
couples are in a line up and down with the women closely back to back in the centre. 2nd 
and 4th women face in, their partners face out.

11-12 1st and 3rd couples set. Meanwhile 2nd and 4th women cross over between the setting 
couples while 2nd and 4th men half loop back to where their partner was.

13-14 All turn three quarters: 1st and 3rd couples left hand, 2nd and 4th couples right hand. 2nd 
and 4th couples are now in a line across with the women closely back to back in the 
centre. 1st and 3rd women face in, their partners face out.

15-16 2nd and 4th couples set. Meanwhile 1st and 3rd women cross over between the setting 
couples while 1st and 3rd men half loop back to where their partner was. 
At this point all the women have crossed over, 1st woman is facing 3rd man, etc.

17-24 All now (almost!) repeat bars 9-16 from new places with one crucial difference: 
On bars 17-18 1st and 3rd couples make a full left hand (or elbow grip) turn. 2nd and 4th 
couples just half turn right hand. This is the change over so that now the men end the turns 
facing in to cross over or to set closely back to back in the centre while the women are 
now at the ends of the setting lines or facing out to loop. 
The orientation of the setting lines is across the set (again) for bars 17-20, then up and 
down for bars 21-24. 
End with 3rd and 1st couples up and down the centre line, the men back to back. 4th and 
2nd couples are facing their partner in 2nd and 4th places with the men in the women's 
places and vice versa.

25-26 All turn their partner with the right hand: 1st and 3rd couples turn three quarters, 2nd and 
4th couples half turn. End on the sides facing clockwise in the order 3,4,1,2.

27-32 All chase clockwise three places round the set to end in the order 4,1,2,3.
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Executive summary for bars 9-24 

Diagrams (music at the bottom) 

9-16 Line up and down, then line across. Women facing in or in the centre. 
Men facing out or on the outside.

17-24 Line across (again), then up and down. Men facing in or in the centre. 
Women facing out or on the outside.

Turns of 9-10 and 17-18 swap in/out role; 13-14 and 21-22 swap orientation.

Sequence for 1st and 3rd couples: Sequence for 2nd and 4th couples:

9-10 Half left hand turn. 
Women back to back, men outside.

Half right hand turn. 
Women face in, men face out.

11-12 Set facing in a line up and down. Women cross, men half loop on side.

13-14 Three quarter left hand turn. 
Women face in, men face out.

Three quarter right hand turn. 
Women back to back, men outside.

15-16 Women cross, men half loop on side. Set facing in a line across.

17-18 Full left hand turn (quick!). 
Men face in, women face out.

Half right hand turn. 
Men back to back, women outside.

19-20 Men cross, women half loop on side. Set facing in a line across.

21-22 Three quarter left hand turn. 
Men back to back, women outside.

Three quarter right hand turn. 
Men face in, women face out.

23-24 Set facing in a line up and down. Men cross, women half loop on side.
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